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Navigating the Ethical Terrain of 
Collaborative Health Research in 
Developing Countries

Global  North  and South have long part ic ipated in  co l laborat ive  hea l th  
research and partnership .  

Northern partners  are  exc lus ive ly  the  funding  or  sponsor ing  partners  whi le  
the  Southern counterparts  are  the  research rec ip ients  or  hosts .  Th is  
character is t i c  d ichotomous re lat ionship  has  pers is ted in  research 
co l laborat ion and has  created a  lops ided partnership  whereby Northern 
co l laborators  are  the  dominant  “b ig  brother”  that  sets  the  research pr ior i t ies  
and dr ives  research agendas  whi le  the  Southern counterparts  are  subserv ient  
to  the  “commands”  of  the  b ig  brother .  

But  i s  th is  s t i l l  the  current  t rend of  research re lat ionships  between North  and 
South?  Are  there  eth ica l  changes  to  the  way co l laborat ive  research is  
conducted in  low-  and middle- income countr ies?  

Dr .  Bege Dauda wi l l  address  these  quest ions  by  look ing  at  some h is tor ica l  
antecedents  of  co l laborat ive  research in  deve loping  countr ies  and focus ing  on 
contemporary  examples  of  co l laborat ive  research in  Afr ica .  

Bege Dauda is  a  postdoctoral  fe l low in  
Advanced Biomedical  Ethics  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Medical  Ethics  and Health Pol icy .  

He completed his  PhD in  Biomedical  
Sc ience in  2015 at  the  Centre for  
Biomedical  Ethics  and Law,  Kathol ieke 
University  (KU)  Leuven,  Belgium.   His  
dissertation addressed the ethical  
aspects  of  biomedical  research in  
developing countries ,  with an 
emphasis  on benefit  sharing in  the 
conduct  of  health research.     

Pr ior  to  his  doctoral  study,  Bege 
obtained an Erasmus Mundus Master  of  
Bioethics  from KU Leuven and a  Master  
in  Publ ic  Health from Umea University ,  
Sweden.  

His  postdoctoral  research at  Penn 
addresses  the ethico- legal  chal lenges 
and opportunit ies  of  benefit  sharing in  
genomic research in  Afr ica,  focusing 
on the H3 Afr ica  init iat ive.  

Bege also has  an interest  in  the ethics  
of  sample sharing and transfer  as  wel l  
as  capacity  bui lding in  research in  Low 
and Middle  Income Countries .  
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